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of Masovia, and was born in the castle of Rostkou on the 28th of October
in 1550.   His mother engraved in his tender heart early and deep impres-
sions of piety;   and the first use the saint made of his reason was to
consecrate himself to God with a fervour beyond his age.    The first
elements of letters he learned at home under a private tutor named John
Bilinski, who attended him and his elder brother Paul to the numerous
college of the Jesuits at Vienna when the saint was fourteen years old.
From the first dawn of reason he showed no inclination to anything but
to piety;  and, as soon as he was capable, he gave as much of his time as
possible to prayer and study.   His nicety in the point of purity, and his
dread of detraction and all dangers of sin, made him infinitely cautious
in the choice of his company.   When he arrived at Vienna, and was lodged
among the pensioners of the Jesuits, everyone was struck with admiration
to see the profound recollection and devotion with which he poured forth
his soul before God in prayer;  the modesty and glowing fervour which
appeared in his countenance at those times raised in all who beheld him
a veneration for his person.    He sometimes fell into raptures, and often
even at public prayer torrents of sweet tears gushed from his eyes with
such impetuosity that he was not able to contain them.   He always came
from his devotions so full of the spirit of God that he communicated the
same to those who conversed with him.    The fire of divine love which
burnt in his breast he kindled in the hearts of several devout companions,
with whom it was his delight to discourse on God and heavenly things:
on which subjects he spoke with such energy as imparted to others some
sparks of that joy with which his heart and words overflowed.

His innocence and virtue stood yet in need of being perfected by
trials. Upon the death of the Emperor Ferdinand in 1564, his successor,
Maximilian II, who had not the same zeal for religion, took from the
Jesuits the house which Ferdinand had lent them for the lodging of their
pensioners. Paul Kostka, who was two years older than the saint, and
who had their tutor Bilinski always in his interest, was fond of liberty and
diversions, and to indulge this inclination prevailed with Bilinski to take
lodgings in a Lutheran's house; and, looking upon his brother's conduct
as a censure of his own, treated him continually with injuries and often
struck and beat him. Bilinski was still a more dangerous tempter and
persecutor, not only by declaring always for the elder brother against him,
but also by endeavouring to persuade him by flattering insinuations and
severe rebukes that he ought to allow more to the world, and that so much
was not necessary, for a person in his station to save his soul. Stanislas,
far from being overcome, stood the more firmly upon his guard and opposed
these assaults by redoubling his fervour. He communicated every Sunday
and great holiday, and always fasted the day before his communion; never
.went to school morning or afternoon without first going to church lr